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The UNESCO Chair in Arts and Culture in Education is located in Nürnberg,
Germany and hosted by FAU Erlangen-Nürnberg. Together with the
Canadian UNESCO Chair in Arts & Learning, we are proud to serve as a dedicated
chair to fostering UNESCO-related issues and perspectives on aesthetic, arts, and
cultural education in a global view.
The Erlangen UNESCO-Chair was established in 2010 and has been particularly
involved in national and international research in the field of cultural education
ever since. In 2019, Prof. Dr. Benjamin Jörissen succeeded Prof. Dr. Eckart Liebau
as chair holder, who had held the chair since its inception.

Prof. Dr. Benjamin Jörissen
Benjamin Jörissen holds the UNESCO Chair in Arts and Culture in Education since
2019 and the Chair of Education with a Focus on Culture and Aesthetics at the
FAU Erlangen-Nürnberg since October 2015. He is, amongst others, a founding
member of the UNITWIN Network „Arts Education Research for Cultural
Diversity and Sustainable Development“, and has the honor to be a member of
the “European Academy of Sciences and Arts”, as well as a member of the
German “Council of Arts and Cultural Education”. His research concentrates on
aesthetic, arts, and cultural education, with a special focus on global
transformations, esp. digitization and (post-)digital culture.

h"ps://www.ucace.fau.de/

The UNESCO Chair in Arts and 
Culture in EducaQon aims to 
achieve and work towards two 
main strategic goals:

1. Deepen research approach on 
the issue of “aestheQc 
educaQon” within the scope 
of the broader field of arts 
and cultural educaQon.

2. Fostering global research 
dialogues and collaboraQons 
to contribute to the 
enhancement of quality 
educaQon research 
worldwide. 

Interna;onal Networking 
The basis for achieving these goals 
is an intensive collaboraQon with 
other researchers in internaQonal 
networks, like the “UNESCO 
UNITWIN Arts EducaQon Research 
for Cultural Diversity and 
Sustainable Development” and 
the “European Network of 

Observatories in the Field of Arts 
and Cultural EducaQon (ENO)”, 
that offer an open and quality-
oriented European and global 
research context.

Conferences
The chair contributes to the 
establishment and expansion of 
these internaQonal research 
relaQons by regularly aaending 
and organizing internaQonal 
conferences, meeQngs and 
summer schools.

Research 
Furthermore, the chair 
contributes to the field of arts and 
cultural educaQon research 
through its own research 
acQviQes. Since 2016, the Chair 
has been strongly dedicated to 
conducQng research on 
digiQzaQon in cultural educaQon.
Four projects deal with topics 
such as:

• Libraries, digiQzaQon and 
cultural educaQon in peripheral 
areas in the context of post-
digital youth culture (2019-
2022)

• DigiQzaQon in Arts and Cultural 
EducaQon: a Meta-Project 
(2017-2022)

• Musical interface designs: 
augmented creaQvity and 
connecQvity (2017-2021)

• Post-digital Cultural Youth 
Worlds: Development of New 
Methods Fostering Research in 
Arts EducaQon in a Digital and 
Post-digital World (2016-2019).

Interna;onal Research Journal
An InternaQonal Research Journal 
in aestheQc, arts, and cultural 
educaQon shall be founded within 
the next two years as a plagorm 
for young, as well as established, 
researchers in arts educaQon 
worldwide to build up an even 

more open and quality-oriented 
global research context. This 
journal will be based on, but also 
expand, the exisQng research 
networks and acQviQes.

Academic Educa;on 
The UNESCO Chair in Arts and 
Culture in EducaQon includes 
UNESCO-Related AcQviQes in its 
Master Program revolving 
around SDG material as well as 
cultural heritage and idenQty 
topics.
In the chair's own academy for 
teacher training, these topics are 
brought closer to a wider 
audience.  
In keeping with the spirit of 
CiQzen Science, the Chair also 
aaaches parQcular importance to 
communicaQng the research 
results achieved to a non-
academic audience in public 
events.Foto: Rat für Kulturelle Bildung


